Agri institute honours farmers

HT Correspondent
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KARNAL: Fifteen “progressive”
farmers were honoured on
Tuesday at the Kharif Kisan
Mela, organised on the Central
Soil Salinity Research Institute
(CSSRI) campus here. Eminent
agriculture scientists and farm-
ers of the region took part in
the mela.

A special interactive session
and exhibitions were also organ-
ised for the benefit of farming
community. In the interactive
session, experts shared their
views on the emerging agricul-
ture trends and gave their opin-

ions on the problems faced by
the farmers.

The farmers were also
informed about the technolo-
gies developed at the CSSRI for
reclamation of salt affected soils,
use of poor quality irrigation
water, crop diversification,
medicinal and aromatic plants
and salt tolerant varieties.

Samples of soil and water,
brought by the farmers, were
tested free-of-cost by the
experts.

Speaking on the occasion,
CSSRI Director Dr Gurbachan
Singh said that nearly 1.7 mil-
lion hectare land of saline soil
had been reclaimed in the states

About 10 million tonne
of foodgrain was
being producing

annually from

the reclaimed soils,”

GURBACHAN SINGH
Director, CSSRI

of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh by the efforts of the
institute scientists. “About 10
million tonne of food grains was

- being producing annually from

the reclaimed soils,” he added.
Dr Singh also elaborated on

the recent initiatives taken by
the institute, particularly in the
field of multiple use of water for
multi-enterprise agriculture,
resource conservation tech-
nologies such as zero tillage, bed
planting, groundwater recharge,
energy plantations for biosaline
agriculture like jatropha and
pongamia and medicinal plants
in salt-affected soils of India.
In his speech, Punjab State
Farmers’ Commission Chairm-
an G.S. Kalkat urged the farm-
ers to adopt integrated farm-
ing model and said it was viable
technology keeping in view the
declining water table and small
land holdings of the farmers.
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Scientists urged to
improve yield

BHANU P. LoHumi
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KaRrNAL, OcToBeR 22
The chairman of the Pun-
jab Farmers Commission,
Dr GS Kalkat has urged
farm scientists to work
towards breaking the yield
barrier so as to meet the
food grain demand of the
growing population.
Inaugurating the “Kharif
Mela”, organised by the
Central  Soil Salinity
Research Institute (CSSRI),
here, he emphasised the need
for securing the national
food basket and urged the
farmers to adopt laser-level-

orated upon the recent initia-
tives taken by the institute.
Farmers were informed
about the technologies
developed at the CSSRI for
reclamation of salt-affected
soils, use of poor quality
irrigation water, crop diver-
sification, medicinal and
aromatic plants, salt tolerant
varieties etc. Seeds of wheat
PBW 550, PBW 502, DBW
17, HD 2894, HD 2851, HD
2733, KRL 19 and mustard
CS 52, CS 54 and CS 56
were sold during the mela,
Soil and water samples
brought by farmers were
tested free of cost and a large
number of farmers benefited
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of buffaloes. He also advised
the farmers to adopt inte-
grated farming model and
diversify to vegetable culti-
vation and commercial dairy
farming for supplementing
their income, besides devel-
oping varieties suitable for
water-stress situation,

Dr Gurbachan Singh, direc-
tor, CSSRI, said about 1.7
million hectare land had been
reclaimed by the institute in
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh and over 10 million
tonne of food grain was being
produced annually from
reclaimed soils, He also elab-

located in Karnal, depart-
ments of agriculture, HAU,
Regional Station, Karnal,
and other government and
private agencies displayed
their works at the exhibition.
A “kisan goshthi” and field
visits were also organised in
which scientists interacted
with the farmers and dis-
cussed and solved their
emerging agricultural relat-
ed problems. Besides, 15
progressive farmers from
Haryana were felicitated
during the fair and prizes
were awarded to three best
exhibition stalls.
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