
Rabi Kisan Mela Celebrated at CSSRI, Karnal 
 

Nationally and internationally acclaimed Central Soil Salinity Research Institute 
(CSSRI), Karnal organized Rabi Kisan Mela on 1st March, 2011. The Kisan Mela 
was inaugurated by Dr.N. K.Tyagi, Member, Agricultural Scientists Recruitment 
Board (ASRB), New Delhi and Former Director, CSSRI, Karnal and presided over 
by Sh.. VS Rapadia, Additional Director (Agriculture), Govt. of Haryana.. A 
number of dignitaries including experts from Karnal based ICAR Institutes and 
Development Departments actively participated in the deliberations of the Kisan 
Mela. 
All ICAR Institutes located at Karnal, Department  of Agriculture, CCS HAU, 
Regional Station, Karnal and other government/private agencies displayed their 
exhibitions. Besides these, some NGOs also displayed their exhibitions on seeds, 
fertilizers, pesticides and agricultural implements. On the occasion of Kisan Mela, 
a Kisan goshthi and field visit was organized in which scientists and SMS 
interacted with the farmers, discussed and solved their emerging agricultural 
related problems. About 1000 farmers and school students were benefited from this 
important function.  
In the Kisan Mela, the farmers were informed about the technologies developed at 
CSSRI for reclamation of salt affected soils, use of poor quality water, crop 
diversification, medicinal and aromatic plants and salt tolerant varieties etc. Seeds 
of rice varieties Pusa 44, Pusa 1121, CSR 10, 13, 23, 27 and 36 were sold during 
the mela. The soil and water samples brought by the farmers were tested free of 
cost in this mela. Large number of farmers availed these benefits during Kisan 
Mela. 
Dr. D.K. Sharma, Director of this Institute welcomed the chief Guest, dignitaries, 
farmers and students and highlighted the major achievements of the Institute. He 
said that about 1.8 million ha land has been reclaimed by this institute in the states 
of Punjab, Haryana and Utter Pradesh. About 12-15 million tonnes of food grain is 
being produced annually from these reclaimed soils. He also elaborated upon the 
recent initiatives taken by the institute particularly in the field of multiple use of 
water, resource conservation technologies etc.  
Twenty progressive farmers including 3 women farmars of Haryana were 
felicitated during the kisan mela besides prizes were also given to four best 
exhibition stalls in different categories. Special field visit of the experimental farm 
was also organized for the farmers and students visited kiasn mela.  



In his inaugural address, the chief guest Dr. NK Tyagi said that this institute has 
made remarkable contribution to safeguard the interest of the farmers and advised 
the farmers to adopt integrated farming model which is viable technology keeping 
in view the declining water table and small land holdings of the farmers. He was of 
the opinion that water availability per capita is low in Haryana and Punjab. He 
appreciated the efforts of the Haryana farmers for producing very good yield of 
rice and wheat even with poor quality water. He lauded the efforts of the 
developmental departments of Haryana Government which very effectively 
disseminated the technologies developed in the research institutes. 
In his presidential address, Sh. VS Rapadia, appreciated the efforts of the Haryana 
farmers for producing wheat and rice in good quantity. He informed that Haryana 
bags 2nd place in the contribution of food grains to the food basket of the country. 
However Haryana is at the top as far as production of basmati rice is concerned. 
He also apprised the farmers about the various schemes/programmes/incentives 
running by the Haryana and central government for the benefit of farmers. To 
address the water scarcity in the state, he requested the farmers for not doing paddy 
transplanting before 15th of May. The overall programme was coordinated by Dr. 
RS Tripathi, Head, Division of Technology Evaluation and Transfer, CSSRI, 
Karnal. 
In the institutes 42nd foundation day Dr. NK Tyagi highlighted the problems of 
water scarcity and per capita reduction in water availability in India and the need 
for increased food grain requirements of growing population. Under such 
conditions the use of saline/alkali water and reclamation of saline and alkali soils 
can contribute in a major way to meet the future challenges of food production in 
India. He urged upon the scientists of the institute for developing the farmer’s 
friendly technologies which can increase the profit to the farmers by reducing the 
cost of cultivation. He showed his happiness about the sincerity and responsiveness 
of the farmers of Haryana. 

 




