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Stakeholders’ Capacity Building Training under NAIP Project on DSS
... held on 28 January 2011 at CSSRI, Karnal

One Day Stakeholders® Capacity Building Training under NAIP Sub-project on “Decision
Support System for Enhancing Productivity in Irrigated Saline Environment using Remote
Sensing, Modelling and GIS” was held on 28 January 2011 at CSSRI, Karnal. Nearly 170
farmers and canal water user association members from 12 villages under Butana distributary
command area (Jagsi, Gangana, Butana, Khanpur Khurd, Ahulana, Dhanana, Shamlo Kalan,
Rindana, Banwasa, Chhichhrana and Rukhi in Sonipat district, and Sanghi in Rohtak district)
attended this training. Dr. S.K. Kamra, Head, Division of Irrigation & Drainage Engg; Dr.
S.K. Gupta, Project Coordinator (SWS); and Dr R.S. Tripathi, Head, Division of Technology
Evaluation & Transfer; Er. Rakesh Chauhan, Superintending Engineer, Command Area
Development (CAD) Circle, Kaithal; Er. Tarun Aggarwal, Executive Engineer, CAD
Division, Karnal; and Er. J.P. Verma, Deputy Project Director, Haryana Operational Pilot
Project (HOPP), Agricultural Department, Karnal along with the project partners and CSSRI
scientists participated in the inaugural function.

In the inaugural address, Chief Guest, Dr. D.K. Sharma, Director, CSSRI, appealed to the
stakeholders (farmers) for growing more foods with less water by adopting scientific methods
in view of shrinking share of canal water in coming years, ongoing secondary salinization
and waterlogging in the canal command. He stressed on the use of the technologies
developed by the institute for reclamation of salt-affected soils and poor quality waters, and
growing salt tolerant varieties of mustard and wheat in the salt affected lands.
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Dr. D.S. Bundela, Principal Scientist & Consortium Principal Investigator (CPI)
presented the project achievements and field demonstrations undertaken at farmers’
fields with emphasis on stakeholder problems in the Butana distributary command. He
also highlighted the unique feature of the project- problem solving to stakeholder
servicing to infuse confidence in farmers for growing more foods with less water under
irrigated saline environment. The project is developing a GIS based decision support
system (DSS) for the Western Yamuna Canal (WYC) command (Haryana) by
integrating bio-physical resources and socio-economic data to delineate areas of low
productivity and to generate realistic best management practices (BMPs) for enhancing
productivity under various scenarios of canal water distribution at mid and tail reaches
including saline environment- deficit canal water supply, poor soil and water quality,
and waterlogging conditions.
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